Giant cell tumor of the skull: a case report and review of the literature.
Giant cell tumors are benign lesions that typically occur at the epiphyses of long bones that typically present with pain or swelling. Most data on giant cell tumors in the skull consist of case reports, and many large series of giant cell tumors have no examples in the skull. We report a case of giant cell tumor of the skull and review the literature on these lesions. A 24-year-old woman presented with localized tenderness and mild swelling over the left inferior parietal and occipital bones. She was neurologically intact with a nonmobile, tender, palpable mass over the left subocciptal area. A computed tomography (CT) scan showed a radiolucent, expansile, lytic lesion involving the left occipital bone. The patient underwent a left occipital craniectomy with resection of the bone and epidural mass. Permanent histopathologic sections and immunostains revealed a giant cell tumor. Giant cell tumors are generally benign, locally aggressive lesions for which surgical excision is the treatment of choice. This report contributes to the scarce literature on these tumors in the skull.